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Dear Members of the Central Arizona Society, 

Happy New Year! Where did January go? At the beginning of the month, the 
Archaeological Institute had its annual meeting in Seattle, WA, and 
approximately 2,500 people attended the events. The paper sessions were 
incredibly strong, and the committee meetings accomplished a lot. Central 
Arizona Society was recognized during the Societies Breakfast as well as the 
annual Council Meeting for receiving its fourth Society Outreach Grant to 
support our K-12 outreach program, Apples + Archaeology (see related article). 
Our outreach project is the only one to have EVER received four Society 
Outreach Grants from the AIA. Congratulations to everyone involved, especially 
Mira Poudrier who coordinates the program and to our many volunteers!! 

This past fall term was a remarkable success for our local society. Not only were 
we able to offer a top-notch lecture series, but we have also offered a wide array 
of programs. We participated in National Archaeology Day (see related article), 
and our student programs are incredibly strong. For our ASU students we offer 
Coffee + Classics, and we offer Apples + Archaeology for K-12 classrooms 
across the metro Phoenix area.  

The success of these programs and the lecture series is completely dependent 
upon people who volunteer their time, talents, and collaborative efforts. During 
the spring season, the Central Arizona Society holds its annual elections. 
Volunteer efforts are vital for local AIA societies to continue and to flourish. As I 
close this note, I would like to thank Rachel Scott who has been our Program 
Coordinator for the past FIVE years. She is stepping down and has done a superb 
job. Please take the time to thank her at one of our spring lectures. 

Taken collectively, it is no surprise that our membership totals continue to rise 
month after month. The Central Arizona Society is close to having its highest 
membership total – ever. Please share this newsletter with someone, and please 
invite your friends to the lectures and programs. Let’s continue to grow and 
maintain our status as a vibrant AIA society. 

With best wishes, 

New Website & Facebook Page 
Our new chapter website is your best 
source for news and information on 
events at the Central Arizona Society. 
There you will find details on the lecture 
series, profiles of our officers, and 
information about our outreach program, 
Apples + Archaeology. The new website 
can be found at: 
http://aiacentralarizonasociety.wordpr
ess.com.  

We also have a Facebook page! There you 
can chat with other members, post images 
of your own digs past and present, explore 
other archaeological adventures and 
opportunities in the Phoenix area and 
beyond.  Invite your friends to lectures 
and other events! Just search for “Central 
Arizona Society” on Facebook or you can 
go directly to  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2264
81294108417/, and join the group! 
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…and the Fall Forum 

We are delighted to report that the Central Arizona 
Society was selected to receive an Outreach Grant 
from the national office of the AIA. Apples + 
Archaeology is the ONLY program that has ever 
received four outreach grants from the 
Archaeological Institute of America. Our largest 
A+A event, for the third year in a row, was Fall 
Forum (see related article). This year we hosted three 
new schools in addition to our returning participants, 
and offered four new programs.  Apples + 
Archaeology has been in existence for about four 
years, and approximately 2,500 schoolchildren have 
participated in our program! 

Apples + 
Archaeology 

 

The third annual Fall Forum in Classics took place at 
ASU on November 16, 2012. Around 125 students 
from 6 different Valley High Schools came to the 
ASU Tempe campus to participate in lectures, games, 
and hands-on creative activities, all with a classical 
Greek and Roman theme. Apples + Archaeology was 
a major sponsor of the event, and several A+A 
presentations formed the centerpiece of the day’s 
activities. It was a great success, and we plan to 
continue the tradition next year. Above, students 
from the ASU Classics club serve as campus guides 
for the visiting students, teachers, and parents from 
Seton Catholic High School. At the left, professor 
Mike Tueller (with a little help from his audience!) 
illustrates how to sacrifice an ox in ancient Greek 
religious practice.  Below, graduate student Annie 
Laurie Norris discusses the use of skeletal remains in 
archaeology, and students from Chandler Preparatory 
Academy pose with their “Roman” standard. 
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February Lecture 
Spaces of Oratorical Performance in Ancient Greece: 
Digital Reconstruction and Interpretive Visualization 
Speaker: Richard Graff 
University of Minnesota 
February 21, 2013, 6pm, ASU Tempe Campus 
Business Administration C Building, Room 316 
 
This talk presents chief findings of a long-term, collaborative, interdisciplinary study of the physical settings in which ancient 
Greeks practiced the art of rhetoric. These include a variety spaces and structures from the late-Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic 
periods (ca. 500-100 B.C.) utilized throughout the Greek world as venues for the performance of formal oratory—principally, 
buildings that housed meetings of city councils (bouleuteria), auditoria utilized for larger citizen assemblies, and various structures 
fitted for use as law courts. The talk summarizes the inventory of speaking sites considered in the study and the methods of 
analysis and interpretation utilized in it. It will then illustrate these methods by considering a few significant but neglected 
structures, and a single well-known, but enigmatic one—the meeting place of the Athenian assembly called the Pnyx. 

 
April Lecture 
Excavation in the Valley of the Kings:  
An Update on the work at KV 63 
Speaker: MaryAnn Marazzi 
Amenmesse Project, Supreme Council of Antiquities, Egypt  
April 11, 2013, 6pm, ASU Tempe Campus 
Business Administration C Building, Room 316 
 
KV 63 was discovered in the 2005/2006 archaeological season, and sits next to 
King Tut’s tomb. The PI on the project has only given one or two lectures on 
updates since late 2010, and Ms. Marazzi has been given permission to start 
lecturing about the most recent finds. This lecture results from a partnership 
between the Central Arizona Society of the Archaeological Institute of America 
and the Arizona Chapter of the American Research Center in Egypt. It is 
sponsored by Project Humanities and the ASU School of International Letters 
and Cultures.  

Lecture Series Spring 2013 

March Lecture 
Assessing the Historicity of the Trojan War:  

Excavations at Troy 1988-2010 
Speaker: C. Brian Rose 

 AIA Joukowsky Lecture for 2013  
University of Pennsylvania, Past President of the AIA 

March 21, 2013, 6pm, ASU Tempe Campus 
Business Administration C Building, Room 316 

 
In l988 archaeologists from the University of Cincinnati and the University of 

Tübingen, Germany, began new excavations at Troy with the intent of examining 
all phases of habitation from the Bronze Age through the Byzantine period. This 
lecture presents the results of the Bronze Age, Greek, and Roman excavations at 

the site during the last 24 years. Excavation thus far has clarified the nature of 
habitation at the site during the late Bronze Age (15-12th centuries B.C.), as well as 

the rise in the city's fortunes during the reign of Augustus and his Julio-Claudian 
successors. The relationship between the recent discoveries at the site and the 

Homeric tradition are also considered. 
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On October 20, 2012, the Archaeological Institute of 
America hosted its second annual National Archaeology 
Day. Each local society was asked to offer a program on 
or near the 20th that highlighted archaeology in their 
community. For this special event the Central Arizona 
Society decided to do some mudslinging at Pueblo 
Grande Museum in Phoenix. Under the watchful eye of 
Jim Britton, the coordinator for the Pueblo Grande 
Mudslingers, around 20 people spent nearly four hours at 
the museum working on the main platform mound at 
Pueblo Grande. Mudslinging involves removing the loose 
earth from the walls, wetting the surface down, flinging 
the mud on the exposed surface, and then smoothing the 
work (mud) out. A GREAT time was had by all. 

Nationally, over 60,000 people participated in events at 
more than 80 societies and 100 collaborating 
organizations. The enthusiastic participation of groups 
outside the United States has prompted a name change for 
next year: International Archaeology Day will take place 
October 19, 2013.  

 

AIA National and Local Notes 
 

Society Elections 
 

National Archaeology Day 
 

Field  
School  
Grant! 

Arizona 
Archaeology 

Expo 
 

The Grand Opening of the Mesa Grande Cultural Park, located at 1000 N. Date Street in 
Mesa, AZ was held on January 19, 2013, and the site is now open for regular public 
viewing. The development of the site was Mesa's only Arizona Centennial project, and 
the center represents the culmination of a 30-year quest by Mesa archaeologist Jerry 
Howard to preserve the ruins and open them to public access. For more information, see 
the museum website at http://azmnh.org. 

Mesa 
Grande 

For the entire month of March 2013, the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office and 
the Arizona State Parks System are coordinating activities throughout the state for the 
30th  annual celebration of Arizona Archaeology and Heritage Awareness Month. The 
featured event for the month is the Arizona Archaeology Expo. This year's Expo will 
offer many educational attractions for archaeology and history buffs, and will occur at 
the historic Horseshoe Ranch on the Agua Fria National Monument, north of Phoenix, on 
Saturday, March 16, 2013, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm. The Expo is open to the public, lots of 
fun, and it’s free!  

The Jane C. Waldbaum Archaeological Field School Scholarship is intended to help 
students who are planning to participate in archaeological field work for the first time. 
Students majoring in archaeology or related disciplines are especially encouraged to 
apply. The Scholarship Fund provides $1000 to help pay expenses associated with 
participation in an archaeological field work project (minimum stay one month/4 weeks). 
The deadline for this scholarship is March1, 2013. For more information, go to 
www.archaeological.org/grants/709 

As always, the spring is the time to elect the officers for the Central Arizona Society of 
the AIA. We have five officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Program Coordinator. President Tom Morton and Program Coordinator Rachel Scott will 
step down from their posts this term. If you wish to nominate someone (including 
yourself!) for one of these positions, please send an email to Mike Zajac, our Secretary, at 
michel.zajac@paradisevalley.edu before March 1st. If we have more than one person 
nominated for an office, we will have an election—complete with ballots.  


