
Greetings! It is a delight to introduce you to our Fall 2012 newsletter that is, as 

always, chock full of fun tidbits, lecture series notes, upcoming events, and new 

items. For this newsletter we have decided to introduce a new section, Travel Tips, 

and this will highlight new and cool museums, sites, parks, etc. that we have 

visited recently. If you have ideas for one of these tips and/or wish to submit an 

item for the January newsletter, please contact Almira Poudrier at 

almira.poudrier@asu.edu. For this newsletter we have short write-ups on several 

stunning forts on Puerto Rico as well as the equally impressive New Acropolis 

Museum in Athens, Greece. 
 

The Central Arizona Society will be VERY busy during this autumn, and we hope 

that you will join us for as many events as possible! We are thrilled that we are 

able to offer a dynamic lecture series this year (please see page 3 for details). 

Three of our speakers will be from the National Lecture Program, and two will 

present this fall – Dr. Sinclair Bell in September and Dr. Robyn Woodward in 

October.  
 

This fall the AIA will celebrate its second annual National Archaeology Day on 

October 20, 2012, and it is a privilege to report on the rapid growth of this 

program. Currently there are over 75 collaborating organizations around the world 

for the AIA’s National Archaeology Day, including the National Park Service here 

in the U.S.! Building upon last year’s success, the Central Arizona Society will 

partner with the Pueblo Grande Museum, and we will participate in their 

mudslinging program. Mudslinging is a stabilization technique for earthen 

structures, and this technique has been used for the platform mound at Pueblo 

Grande for years. In addition, there will be a pit-house excavation for children. 

Fun for the entire family! If you are interested in mudslinging or the pit-house 

excavation, please let Mike Zajac (michel.zajac@paradisevalley.edu) know 

ASAP; space is limited. 

Our nationally recognized, outreach program, Apples + Archaeology, which aims 

to take the wonder and excitement of archaeology, art, architecture, classics, and 

ancient history to K-12 classrooms in the metro Phoenix area, continues to grow. 

Fall Forum, a signature A+A event, is co-organized by Almira Poudrier and Sarah 

Knapp, and will be in its third year this fall. We plan to have 200-250 high school 

students visiting ASU for the daylong festivities on November 16, 2012. If you are 

interested in learning more, please contact Almira Poudrier (almira.poudrier@asu.edu). 

Lastly, it is never too early to plan to attend the upcoming annual meeting of the AIA. We will meet in Seattle, WA from the 3
rd

 

through the 6
th

 of January. As always, there will be a stunning array of papers and posters presented as well as cultural events 

within the host city. More information about the annual meeting is available on page 4. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at our events!        Cheers,  

            TJM 
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New Website & Facebook Page 

Our new chapter website is your best 

source for news and information on 

events at the Central Arizona Society. 

There you will find details on the lecture 

series, archaeology discussions, other 

members to chat with, related lectures, up 

to the minute news and announcements, 

and images from member travels and digs. 

The new website can be found at: 

www.aiacentralarizonasociety.wordpres

s.com.  

We also have a Facebook page! Just 

search for “Central Arizona Society” on 

Facebook or you can go directly to  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2264

81294108417/, and join the group! 
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The Central Arizona Society and the Pueblo Grande Museum will team up to get down and dirty for the Archaeological Institute of 

America’s Second Annual National Archaeology Day on October 20, 2012. The Pueblo Grande Mudslingers, made up mostly of 

volunteers, gather once a month to participate in the stabilization of the Pueblo Grande mound, avoiding erosion damage by adding 

new mud to the site. Volunteers from the chapter will join them for their October session. Come throw some mud on National 

Archaeology Day! If you don’t want to get dirty, you can also watch the mudslingers at work, tour the site, or visit the museum. 

Save the date! The museum is located at 4619 East Washington Street in Phoenix, and its hours are Monday- Saturday 9am-

4:45pm. Admission rates are $6 for adults, $5 for seniors, and $3 for children. To learn more about the museum, you can go to the 

website at https://phoenix.gov/PARKS/pueblo.html. To participate in our National Archaeology Day events, come to the 

September CAS lecture, or contact Mike Zajac (michel.zajac@paradisevalley.edu) for more information. 

 

National Archaeology Day 

October 20  
 

 
Apples  

  +  Archaeology  

Sponsors Third Annual  Fall Forum! 

 

Our popular outreach program, Apples + 

Archaeology, has visited dozens of classrooms 

around the Valley and even in other states. We 

estimate that we have reached thousands of K-

12 students. On November 16, A+A will team 

up with ASU’s School of International Letters 

and Cultures, the Solis Diaboli Classics Club at 

ASU, and the Arizona Junior Classical League 

to offer our Third Annual Fall Forum in 

Classics. Students who are learning Latin (and 

Ancient Greek!) in high schools around the 

Valley will be invited to join us on the ASU 

campus for classical and archaeology themed 

lectures, games, and arts-and-crafts projects. 

Apples +Archaeology will offer several 

presentations. 
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Fans, Fame, and the Roman Circus 

Speaker: Sinclair Bell 
Northern Illinois University 

The Dorinda J. Oliver Lecture 

September 20, 2012, 6pm, ASU Tempe Campus 

Business Administration Building, C Wing, Room 316 

 

In the 1
st
 century CE, the funeral for Felix, a charioteer of the 

Red team, made headlines when one of his fans immolated 

himself on his favorite’s funeral pyre. While an extreme example, fan behavior in ancient Rome is not unknown. Yet where 

charioteers assumed a highly-visible presence in Roman society and have been much studied, the fans whom they inspired remain 

largely overlooked and poorly understood. This lecture demonstrates how the study of the sports fan, who sat at the fault line 

between staged spectacles and everyday life, can enlighten us in new ways about the centrality of the Circus to Roman culture. 

Sneak Peek: The Martha Sharp Joukowsky Lecture  

Assessing the Historicity of the Trojan War:  

Excavations at Troy 1988-2010 

Speaker: Brian Rose 
University of Pennsylvania 

March 21, 2012, 6pm, ASU Tempe Campus 

 

In l988 archaeologists from the University of Cincinnati and the University of Tübingen, 

Germany, began new excavations at Troy with the intent of examining all phases of 

habitation—from the Bronze Age through the Byzantine period. This lecture presents the 

results of the Bronze Age, Greek, and Roman excavations at the site during the last 24 years. 

Dr. Rose is the James B. Pritchard Professor of Archaeology at the University of 

Pennsylvania, head of the post-Bronze Age excavations at Troy, and Past President of the 

AIA. 

Lecture Series Fall 2012 

Ghost Ships of the Klondike Gold Rush 

Speaker: Robyn Woodward 
Simon Fraser University 

The McCann/Taggart Lecture in Underwater Archaeology 

October 25, 2012, 6pm, ASU Tempe Campus 

Business Administration Building, C Wing, Room 316 

 

Since 2005 a small team of volunteer underwater archaeologists and surveyors have been in a 

race against time to document the historic shipwrecks along the Yukon River from Lake 

Bennett north to Dawson City in Canada’s northern Yukon Territory.   Of the 290-plus 

sternwheelers and steam-tugs known to have plied the river only two intact vessels survive as 

National Historic sites. This fleet of ships was the primary method of transportation during 

the great Klondike and later Alaska Gold Rushes in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 centuries. 

During the fall “ice-up” ships were either pulled ashore or backed into sloughs to prevent 

them from being crushed and as a result, numerous vessels were abandoned in remote 

locations.  Collectively, the Yukon River “ghost fleet” represents the largest and best-

preserved collection of western river sternwheelers many of which exhibit features of 

nautical architecture that is reminiscent of pre-Civil war vessels. Dr. Woodward will present 

an illustrated lecture on the history, landscape, and vessels of this dynamic period of North 

American history. 

 

 

November Lecture TBA (see the website for details!) 
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The Hohokam of 

Mesa Grande 

AIA 

Annual  

Meeting  

 

The Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Institute of America will be held at the 

Washington State Convention Center in Seattle, Washington from January 3-6, 2013. 
Professionals, students, enthusiasts, and Archaeology Magazine subscribers are invited. 

The Annual Meeting hosts academic sessions that present the latest research from the 

field, workshops that discuss new technologies, and special events that focus on 

archaeology both locally and globally. Enjoy the best that Seattle has to offer as well. For 

more information:  www.archaeological.org 

  

 

Travel Tips 
 

Once the center of a thriving, powerful Hohokam village, Mesa Grande will be open for 

regular public viewing when the Arizona Museum of Natural History opens their long-

anticipated Welcome Center and Gathering Place at the site. Groundbreaking for the 

Welcome Center occurred on September 4, 2012, and construction is slated 

to be  completed in January 2013. The development of the site was Mesa's 
only Arizona Centennial project, and the center represents the culmination 
of a 30-year quest by Mesa archaeologist Jerry Howard to preserve the 
ruins and open them to public access. Mesa Grande, near Brown Road and 

Country Club Drive in the northwestern part of the city, is a large temple 
mound similar in size and purpose to Phoenix's Pueblo Grande, and as such 
it is among Arizona's top prehistoric treasures. For more information, see 

the museum website at http://azmnh.org. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Acropolis Museum 

Designed by Bernard Tschumi and Michael Photiadis, the New Acropolis 

Museum (NAM) in Athens, Greece sits at the base of the Acropolis and 

has a stunning architectural dialogue with the buildings on the Acropolis. 

Built between 2001 and 2009, the NAM houses many of the famed 

sculptures from the Acropolis, including those from the Erechtheion, the 

Temple of Athena Nike, and the Parthenon. The top floor of the museum is 

dedicated to the sculptures from the Parthenon, including sections of the 

frieze, the metopes, and parts of the pedimental sculpture. When visiting, 

be sure to enjoy a glass of something good on the rooftop café. See: 

http://www.theacropolismuseum.gr/ 

The rich colonial history of Puerto Rico began with the founding of Caparra by Juan 

Ponce de León in 1508.  Almost immediately, the island gained prominence as the first 

major stopover port for ships traveling to Spain from the Americas.  Its strategic 

position in the Caribbean made it an immediate target for the European powers in the 

area; accordingly, from its earliest days, a sequence of defenses were created to protect 

San Juan Bay and its accompanying city.  Today the remains of these fortifications, 

preserved and maintained by the United States National Park Service, are available for 

exploration.  The installations include three forts (Castillo San Cristóbal, Castillo San 

Felipe del Morro, and Fortín San Juan de la Cruz, also called El Cañuelo) and a length 

of the original San Juan city walls.  Exhibits within the fortresses detail the battles 

fought for control of the island, providing an incredible window into the five centuries 

of European presence in Puerto Rico.  Visitors can purchase a day ticket for a single fort 

for $3, or a seven-day pass for all forts for $5.  For more information, including a virtual 

tour, please check http://www.nps.gov/saju/index.htm. 

 

Puerto Rican Forts  
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